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OLD MASULIPATAM.*
LY T. STREENIVAS,

Masulipatam, the head-yuarters of the present
District of Kistna in the Presidency of Madras, is of
interest to us, not only as one of those places where
the early European traders established themselves,
but also as having once been under the sway of the
Nizams of Hyderabad.

Some authorities suggest that Masolia, the port
mentioned by ancient Greek geographers on the
Coromandel Coast, as having been the point to which
caravan traffic extended from Persiaand the emporium
where ships sailed to the " Golden Chersonese,” may
possibly be the modern Masulipatam. A legend hasiv
that Masulipatam was founded in the 14th century
by a colony of Arabs (Orme). In the days of the
East India Company it was known as “ Metchlepa-
tam” and is now called “ Machileepattanamu ™
in Telugu, the Sanskrit name being “* Matsyapuri *
or ' the Fish City.” The following Jegend accounts
for such a name :—

In ancient days there lived a fisherman here who
used to put out to sea every evening immediately
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roundings where he lived and laboured, taking with
us an impression of tranquilising beauty for the
mind to traffic with, rid of the tiresome complexities
that so often poison retrospect, leaving only the
pure residue of sympathetic thought.
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When during the reign of Ibrahim Qutb Shab,
(1550 to 1580) there was a coalition of his enemies
of Bidar, Bijapur, Vijianagar and Orissa against
him, his territories were attacked on all sides
and Masulipatam itself was attacked and occupied
in 1357 by Siddhiraja Timmappa, governor of Kon-
dapalli. This was merely a temporary inroad.
Ibrahim Qutb Shah then laboured hard and impressed
upon the other Mubammadan kings the need for
union against the now powerful Vijisnagar which
was o common danger, whereupon a “‘ League of
the Foithful” was formed under the leadership
of Bijapur. In 1565 the combined forces of Bijapur,
Goleonda, Ahmadnager and Bidar fought and
crushed the Raju of Vijianagar ut the famous
battle of Talikota. The strong [ortress of Kon-
davidu was taken in 1579, after which the Hindu
rule in the Kistna District practically came to
an end.

The first mention of European truclers establish-
ing themselves at Masulipatam is found during the
reign of Muhammad Shah (1580 to1612). “ The
Portuguese may have been the earliest and the Dutch
the second nation to occupy this field, but the first
English venture was in the year 1611, when an agency
was established at Masulipatam on behalf of the East
India Company.” The Globe was the first ship
belonging to the Company to touch at Masulipatam.
Thence she departed laden with cotton cloths and
other delicate fabrics for Bantam and Siam. A
pmﬁtnbk business was done in selling Masulipatam
goods in Sumatra and the Spice Islands. This
traffic proved so profitable that in 1627 the Batavia
Council recommended that 300,000 rials® in money
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tumed and Inoried back, being greatly helped by the
tremendous waves caused by the oncoming rush
of the monster itself. At last quite exhausted they
veached the beach with the monster almost at their
heels. The fish chased them so impetuously that
when the mmusual waves reached high up the beach
they receded leaving the fish stranded there.  When
the news of this reached the town, the people flocked
to the beach to view this strange visitor from the
sea. It was then hoisted on many carts and dragged
mnto the town with great ceremony where it was
sold by the old fisherman for a fabulous sum. This
monster fish was so big that its eye-bones were large
enough to be set up as gates in front of the town.
From this time the city was called *“ Matsyapuri.”

Historically, Masulipatam is heard of for the
first. time in 1425, when, under the tolerant auspices
of the Camatic Rajus who were at war with the
Bahmani kings of the Decean, a mosque was built
at Masulipatam, probably for the use of the Muham-
madan soldiers who were then freely entertained by
Hindu princes.

The first Musalman king to bring Masulipatam
under his sway was Muhammad Shah Bahmani IT of
Kulburgah who in 1478, in person, reduced Masulipat-
am with all its dependent country. Alter him the
country came under the Orissa Rajas. Then being
conquered by the great Camatic king, Krishna Raya,
was finally taken possession of by the Musalman
king of Goleonda. Sultan Quli Qutb Shah, one of
the five powerful nobles under the old Bahmani
kingdom who after its fall assumed the regal title
n 1518 and founded the Qutb Shahi dynasty.
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after dusk, and after fishing the whole night return
home early in the moming with his catch, which his
women would take to the market for sale. When
he grew old he retired from this active life, his place
being taken by his five sons whom he had already
trained to his occupation. The sons also used to
work at night returning home in the morning with
the fruits of their labour, their wives disposing of the
fish in the market. The old man, now a widower,
used to be served his meals by his daughters-in-law.
By degrees the old man began complaining to his
daughters-in-law  while they served him his meals
that his sons were growing lazy, that the fish they
brought home were very small and that in his days
he would have been ashamed to return home with
such poor hauls, The women at first ignored these
grumblings of the old man, who they thought had
grown senile, but when his grunts and growls became
unbearable, they informed the young men of their
father's bitter complaints. The poor fellows, who
were really doing their best, thereupon asked the old
man to explain his conduct. Their straight talk
viled the old man who called them idlers and vaga-
bonds and told them that he would go with them to
sea and show them what he could do. He ordered
them to procure a big pot and plenty of oil and with
some rags of cloth he made a stout wick which he
kept soaked in the oil. That evening at the usual
time he started with all his sons, taking the oil pot
with the wick in it in the boat. After going far out
to sea he lit the wick which began to burn brightly.
After a short time a huge monster of a fish with
ficrce dazzling eyes rose out of the deep at a distance
and made its way towards them. They immediately
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facilities it afforded them to carry on this private
trade. The following incident will give an idea of the
profits these servants of the Company must have
been moking. Mr. Mohun as the Chief of Masulipatam
was receiving £100 per annum and when he was
dismissed from the Company's service he gave
notice to sue the Company for € 100,000 damages for
wrongful dismissal !

The Directors of the Company also seem to have
taken a sort of paternal interest in their servants,
for, we find that the orders of the Directors in London
were explicit that their married servants were to
reside in houses provided by the Company and that
the unmarried men were to dine at a common
table with *“u steward appointed to order their
table, that it doth not exceed their allowance.”

About 1672 u Dutch Minister describes Masuli-
patam thur: It iz “ a city seated near a large river,
where the English and Duteh have their factories.
It is very populous and the residence of a (fovernor,
who pays a certain yearly tribute to the King of
Golconda .. .. .. This city is a place of great traffick,
where most of our commodities, as also those trans-
ported hither from the Mologues, (‘hina, etc., are sold
at very good rate. Here is also a great concourse of
merchants from Camboya, Suratte and other places
under the jurisdiction of the Gireat Mogul, as also
from Goa, Orixa and Pegu. Here is also a consider-
able traffick in Diamonds and Rubies.”

The English Company had an Agent at the
Court of Abu-l-Hasan Shah, under whom the Com-
pany held the settlement at Madras on an annual
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fish and fruit, at reasonable rates....The cuy is
singular and there being such a diversity of natives,
there falls out something new ecvery day among
Persians, Armenians, Moors, ete.  That city resembles
Babel in the variety of tongues and differences of
warbs and customs. but T liked the natural inclinations
of them all.”

About this time Masulipatam was a  busy
commercial centre. The staple export was cloth
“weaved and dyed ~ in the villages in Kistna and
Godavari. There are references to saltpetre. tur-
meric, all sorts of spices and miscellaneous articles
such as spotted deer and water fowl for His Majesty
Charles I1. The imports included all sorts of goods
manufactured in England among which broadcloth
and superfine scarlet and green cloth, seem to have
been most appreciated by the natives of this country,
The Company also had an agent at Goleonda for the
purchase of diamonds, a Mr. Cholmely. who was from
time to time accused of engaging in private trude.

It is interesting to learn in this connection that
the Company allowed private trade in certain com-
modities, setting apart 5 per cent. of the tonnage of
each ship for the private ventures of the Commander
and Seamen, The Chief at Masulipatam was permit-
ted to send home 3 tons. all others of Council 2 tons,
and the Factors not in Council 1 ton each. 1t is no
wonder then that this private trade clashed with their
duty to the Company. Further their salaries were
so utterly inadequate—a writer got £ 10 per aunum,
and a factor £ 20—that the private trade was what
they looked to as their livelihood and their position
as servants of the Company was valued only for the
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in the Bay of Bengal, and it is the oniy piace trom
which vessels sail for Pegu, Siam, Arakan, Bengal.
Cochin China, Mecca and Hormuz, as also for the
sslands of Madagascar, Sumatra and the Manillas.”

About cotton cloths Tavernier says:—* The
chites (chintzes) or painted cotton cloths which are
called calmendar, that is to say, made with a brush,
are made in the kingdom of Golconda, and es-
pecially in the neighbourhood of Masulipatam ; but
the quantity made is so small that when one places
in requisition all the workers who make these cotton
cloths, it is with difficalty that he can obtain as
much as three bales.”

At the minute of copsultation at Masulipatam,
dated 4th December 16556: it was agreed that
30 old Pagodas should be allowed to Mr. Edward
Winter to uphold the Company’s houses at Metchle-
patam........ * This gives us an idea as to how
much trade must have then declined at Masulipatam
at this period.

Fernandez Naverette, a Dominican friar, who
visited Masulipatam in 1670 on his retmn voyage
from China to Europe, says about it :—" The city
of Masulipatam is famous all along the Coast of
Coromandel. It is situated 60 leagues north of
Madrasta, a very populous place and of great trade.
The English and Dutch and at present the French
bave erected factories there. Some years ago,
besides these, the Danes had one too...... The
climate is very bad and unhealthy. They said the
heat from April to August was intolerable ; all the
conntry abounds in wheat, rice, sheep, hens, geese,
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About October 1087 it was reported at Fort
St. George that “400 horsemen were come to Metchle-
patam from the Mogul with Tashrefis for the Dutch
and French and strict orders to seize and secure all
Englishmen and their concerns,” And at a General
Council held at Madras on the 5th December of
that year it was resolved “ to expend 50,000 pagodas
in purchasing forbearance from the Emperor and
to send 10,000 pagodas of this sum at once to Court.”

The country at this time seems to have been in &
wretched state, there being a very great contagion
in those parts, which depopulated many towns and
wholly ruined the trade,

The Madras Government sent Rs. 10,000 as a
present to the Mughal Governor of Golconda and in
March 1688 received a letter from the Mughal Gov-
ernor of Masulipatam about their re-establishing the
factory there, But in October 1689 the English
factory at Masulipatam with its eighteen godowns
was seized by Aurangzeb’s troops and their trade
was extinguished for some years. And although the
Madras Government succeeded in 1690 in obtaining
from Zulfiqar Khan, one of Aurangzeb’s generals,
a Firman cnabling them to re-open their factories
along the coast and another one in 1692 to the same
effect, yet as the buildings were reported to be in
ruins, they were put in charge of one Brough, who
drew Sergeant’s pay, from 1690 to 1697, in which
latter year a Mr. Lovell was sent to Masulipatam
to re-open the factory, apparently on a small scale.

In August 1699, Mr. Pitt, cousin of Mr. Thomas
Pitt, then governor of Fort 8t. George (of the Dia-
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xome real or imaginary afirent frum the Court of
Goleonda, took possession of Masulipatam and
communicated this fact to the Madras Government
by a curionsly imperions letter and intimated that.—

** Wherein, according to our Orders and
to the maintaining our Friendships, we
<hall not incommode or hinder your Honors
to imbarque on your ships from your factory
at Metchlepatam what goods you have ready
by you as yon have occasion ; and to disem-
barque all your Provisions and Merchandize
which are brought by your ships to Metchle-
patam and Jay them up in your factory;
but not to carry them without the city
to dispose of them to merchants or
subjects of the King of Goleonda, so long
a5 our Company hath not satisfaction
from the King and keep possession of the
Town.”

The Madras GGovernment nade a vigorous protest
and wrote that they intended to cany on their trade
at Masulipatam, whether the Dutch permitted it or
not, and advising the Dutch not to obstruct the
trade ““ because of the ill consequences that may be'.
The Dutch then explained that the English merchants
had left Masulipatam, fearing that their property
might be burnt by natives. What actually occurred
during the next few years is not clear, but during the
Company’s war with Aurangzeb in Bengal, his
troops advanced as far as the fortress of Kondapalli
in 1687, whereupon the Dutch, English and French
deserted Masulipatam.
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A Steward,

Three Writers, each of the Councell to take
charge of one,

A Physician, rather than a Chirurgeon,

A Minister.”

It was at this time that the Agents of the Com-
pany in India “ began to assume a retinue and display
more suited to envoys of a nation than to mere
employés of a mercantile concern.”

As a sample of the social amenities which existed
between the rival Dutch and the English, the follow-
ing incident may be cited ;-

Tn March 1679 when Mr. Streynsham Master,
** Agent of the Coast and Bay"', visited Masulipatam,
he apparently expected the Dutch Agent to call on
him, but * the Chief of the Dutch, Signor Outhorne,
sent to excuse his not visiting the Agent to-day by
reason of business, etc..... " and when in January
1680 Mr. Streynsham Master again landed at Masuli-
patam on his way back from Hugli, we find it re-
corded that ** the Dutch Chief stood upon the Terras
of their house when we passed by, but came not
down to meet us in the street.,” This must have
further aggravated the former offence of the Chief for
not calling on Mr. Master and his party and so
when the Dutch Chief sent next day to say that he
would visit the Agent, Mr. Master begged to be
excused * on account of press of business.”

In 1686 when Aurangzeb overthrew the Qutb
Shahi dynasty which patronised the English, the
Dutch and French made haste to secure the Emperor’s
good will by large presents and the Dutch raked up
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rent to the King. The King had two Brahmin
ministers who have left an enduring reputation.
The Government at Fort Saint George issued ins-
tructions to their Agent at the King's Court to present
substantial gifts to Madanna and Akkanna, the
said ministers, “ to preserve their favour ” to the
Honournble Company.

In 1678 when Abu-l-Hasan Shah, the last of the
Quth Shahi dynasty, was about to visit Masulipatam,
the Council there were direeted by instructions from
Fort St. George “to offer a considerable sum of
money to obtain leave to coin rupees and pice at
Madras to be current throughout the King of Goleon-
da's dominions and also to obtain exemptions from
customs dues in the Carnatic for English goods as
they are in Masulipatam and those parts of the
ancient Kingdom of Golconda.” But the King
did not visit the town as this entry in his jonrnal of
a vikit to it (March 1679) by Streynsham Master,
“Agent of the Const and Bay ~ proves : * There is a
new choultry railed in and & Key of Timber made
into the river, built and prepared in December last
for the King of Golconda's reception, but he did not
come to this town....."

The Company’s business at their Factory at
Masulipatam must have been considerable, for about
this time Major Puckle proposed for it a large estab-
lishment consisting of—

* A Chief,

A second for accounts and no more of
A third for godowne } Councell,

A Secretary,

Two Factors,
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determined to take possession of Masulipatam in
accordance with Muzafiar Jang's grant. M. Guiland
was entrusted with the execution of the plan, who
had under him 200 Europeans, 20 East Indians,
and 200 sepoys with several battering guns, all under
the command of M. de La Tour. The ships arrived
off Masulipatam on 12th July 1750, the Fort was taken
and M. Coquet and the other prisoners were set
at liberty. Dupleix reinforced the French garrison
by 100 Europeans and 500 sepoys from Pondicherry.
There is no record to show if the English were in
Masulipatam when Nasir Jang's officers seized the
Factory or when the French suddenly appeared in
the Masulipatam roads and took possession of the
Fort and town. The French improved the defences
of the fortress and rendered it fit to stand a siege
from any power then in India. They erected eleven
bastions and & breastwork and constructed a causeway
from the Fort to the town in place of the old bridge
on wooden piles. It was they who dug a cistern
capable of holding 44,000 gallons near the town gate.

But in 1759 the English under Col. Forde, who
had been despatched by Clive to create a diversion
in the Northern Circars as he suspected that the
French were concentrating their forces for a supreme
effort in the Carnatic, captured Masulipatam, which
was then considered a ** great commanding bulwark ™
by a midnight attack on 7th April 1859 and by the
conquest of this fortress, the virtual sovereignty
of all the maritime provinces from the river
Gondegama to the Chilka lake, was transferred
absolutely from the French to the British Govern-
ment, by a treaty with Salabat Jang who succeeded
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their adherents, called ‘‘ Kalla Minars.” Referring
to these Mr. James Grant, ‘‘ public Minister to the
Nizam'’s Court at Hyderabad,” in his Political Survey
of the Northern Circars, says: * the remains of one
of these singular proofs of Eastern depravity......
the cause or efiect of the most violent despotism,
are still to be seen in the vicinity of Masulipatam.”
This was in 1784. These *‘ remains * have utterly
vanished now and even the oldest inhabitant knows
nothing of these *‘ remains.”

In 1748 Asaf Jah. Nizam-ul-Mulk, died and was
succeeded by his second son Nasir Jang as Subahdar
of the Deccan and when Muzafiar Jang, a grandson
of the old Nizam was supported by the French under
M. Dupleix, Nasir Jang marched south to Arcot
and took Muzaffar Jang prisoner. And as the French
Governor continued to resist Nasir Jang, orders
were sent to the Muhammadan Governor at Masuli-
patam to arrest all the officers and to seize all the
goods at that Factory, a grant of which seaport and
its environs, M. Dupleix had obtained from Muzafiar
Jang sometime previously. Nasivr Jang’s orders
were carried out with all possible tenderness. The
Mubammadan (overnor arrested and put in prison
M. Coquet. the Chief of the Factorv, M. La Selle,
Second in Command, the broker, the merchants and
the principal servants, and taking possession of the
building he sealed up cverything in presence of the
broker, but nothing was plundered and nothing was
damaged. Thercupon Dupleix ordered the Fleury
and the D Argenson, which were lving in the roads
at Pondichery, to embark troops and stores and
ammubpition and with the approval of his Council
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goods. For the next twenty years and more trade
must have been languishing and we find that in
1726 the factories at Masulipatam and Madapollem
were kept up on a very insignificant scale, as their
total expenses then amounted only to 628 pagodas,
whereas the Vizagapatam factory cost 6.000 pagodas.

It was now that the famous Asaf Jah, Nizam-
ul-Mulk, came south from Delhi as the governor
of the southern parts of the Empire, nominally a
subject and the. Lieutenant of the Emperor, but in
reality an independent prince. Secret advices from
Delhi urged Mubariz Khan. the Subahdar of the
Decean, to overthrow this too powerful vassal, but he
was defeated and killed at the battle of Shakar-
khelda and  Asaf Jah, Nizam-ul-Mulk, reigned
without rival as Viceroy of the Deccan. The
Province of Golconda, one of the outlying divisions of
his dominions, comprised five Nawabs’ charges, Arcot,
Cuddappab, Kurncol, Rajamundry and Chicacole.
Anwar-ud-din, the Nawab of Rajamundry and the
ancestor of the Prince of Arcot, ruled the country
included in the Kistna District.

Under the Nawab of Rajamundry there was
Zilladar, called Rustam Khan, a man of great vigour
and integrity, who ruled Rajamundry and four more
southern provinces from 1732 for seven successive
years with the most ample delegated sway. He
aimed at the total extirpation of the merciless
Zemindars “ who defrauded the public treasury,
and squeezed with the iron hand of oppression the
industrious husbandmen and manufacturers.” He
is said to have crected pyramidal monuments
with the heads of these merciless tyrants and
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mond fame) landed at Masulipatam as Agent of the
New East India Company and called himself * the
President of the Coromandel Coast and Consul for
the King of England.” And in December 1699
Sir William Norris, Ambassador to the Emperor of
Delhi, landed at Masulipatam and issued the follow-
ing notification to the servants of the Old Company
at this station : —

“This is to require and command you,
not to presume to make any address or
application, either in your own person or by
any other, directly or indirectly, to any
public minister or officer of the Great Mogul,
without my knowledge or permission, as
you will answer the contrary at your peril.
Given at Masulipatam, December 26th, 1699

William Norris.”

In 1700 the Madras Government, suspecting
that Mr. Lovell was lukewarm in his oppusition to
Sir William Nomis and Mr. John Pitt, resolved to
again establish a Chief and Council at Masulipatam
and despatched to that part a force of 24 soldiers
with & Lieutenant, Sergeant and Corporal. In the
meanwhile 8ir William Norris left for Surat and the
Old and New Companies being amalgamated in 1702
their rivalry ceased.

War with France being imminent i 1703, the
Madras Government withdrew all the Factors from
Masulipatam except one Mr. Frewen. In 1704 u
person was sent from Madras to look after the dead
stock, the Company declining to bear no more ex-
penses than that of bis salary and that of the neces-
sary peons. One Narayan was deputed to buy
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Nasir Jang. This capture of Masulipatam and the
expulsion of the French from the Northern Circars,
was the turning point in the long conflict between the
French and the English for supremacy in India. As
the writer in the Kistna District Manual says * we
may therefore look upon that singularly interesting
spot, the old fort at Masulipatam, as classic ground
and, rising superior to the depressing influences of
the dismal swamp and muddy sea surrounding it.
may remember that had the issue of that midnight
struggle in April 1759 been otherwise, the tricolor and
not the Univn Jack might now wave over India.”

In April 1760, Nizam Ali, brother of Salabat Jang,
came to Bezwada where he was met by Mr. Alexander,
the Chief in Council at Masulipatam, and offered a
lac of rupees per mensen: for a force of 100 Europeans
with artillery and 1,500 sepoys and promised to cede
to the Company in addition Rajomundry, Ellore,
and Kondapalli. The Madras Government werc
unable to accept this offer. These three Circars
therefore remained under the able management of
Husain Ali Khan, the Faujdar under Nizam Ali, the
ancestor of the Nawab of Masulipatam.

The whole coast was tranquil for a year after
the capture of Masulipatam, and orders were issued
to establish a line of postal runners from Madras to
Caleutta, and directing all ships passing up and down
the Bay to call at Masulipatam for intelligence.

Basalat Jang, another brother of Nizam Al
sent a force under Karim Khan and took possession
of Guntur, whereupon the Faujdar, Husain Ali Khan,
first applied to Masulipatam for assistance and then
went to Madras, vested with full powers on behalf of

3
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general, who also had passed from Basalat Jang to
the Nizam.

Up to this time Raymond could claim no great.
distinction as a soldier, but he possessed temper,
talent and character, all of which had become
known and, in the time and circumstances open to
him, eventually raised him to a position in Hydera-
bad similar to that which de Boigne created for
himself in the North. The Subedar of the Deccan
had never been without French officers in his service
since the palmy days of Bussy, in 1751. Before
Raymond's arrival at Hyderabad, the foreign adven-
turers employed by the Nizam constituted a single
corps of cavalry. Raymond conceived the idea of
raising and drilling in European fashion a large body
of native troops, who would be officered by the
Europeans already in the service of the State. He
began with three hundred men, and we are told that
he hired their arms from a French merchant of the
town at the rate of eight annas, or one shilling
and three pence, per weapon per mensem. When
the confederate war against Tipu broke out, in 1790,
Raymond had seven hundred men, with whom he
distinguished himself sufficiently to win the favour
of the Nizam, who permitted the corps to expand
to 5,000 and raised Raymond’s pay to Rs. 5,000 &
month : and early in 1795 Raymond had at least
11,000 well-disciplined troops, commanded by one
hundred and twenty-four European officers. He
worked hard to mature this force, for the mainten-
ange of which he secured substantial territorial
assignments ; but, as we shall see, their principal
attempt in the field was unfortunate.

In the Deccan the year 1795 was rendered memor-
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other side the Mahratta chiefs sssembled, as they
would never assemble again, under the banner of
the Peshwa, The two armies met midway between
the forts of Kardla and Parenda, about sixty miles
from Ahmadnagar and a few marches south-cast
of Poona, which city would have been at the mercy
of the Mughals if they had prevailed over the
Mabrattas. There is some difference of opinion
about the exact date of the battle. Malleson and
Duff contend that it took place on the 12th March
1795, but other historians, including Fraser and
Hollinglerry, who were at Iyderabad a few ycars
after the event, favour the L1th as the correct date.
The Mahratta army was encamped on the slopes
of the Parenda pass, the artillery being skilfully
disposed on the heights above, while the Mughals
occupied the plain between the passand the village
of Kardla. The Mughals Lad the disadvantage of
advancing  from lower ground; but they com-
manded space for cavalry operations, and when
the advanced guards of the two armies met the
Mughal horsemen by a bold dash rolled up the
Mahratta right and centre. But while they were
pressing forward to the support of Raymond, whose
infantry has engaged Perron’s troops, they were
assailed by Raghuji Bhonsla with a shower of rockets
and had to face some round shot from Perron's
guns. This routed the Mughal cavalry. At the
other end of the line Raymonds infantry had
progressed steadily, encountering a heavy firc from
Perron’s batteries on the heights, and the battle
developed into u duel between the two Frenchmen,
Raymond endeavouring to storm the pass and
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the Nizam that the Company would fulfil all their
obligations under existing treaties, but that their
troops could not be used for other than mediatorial
offices. Dissatisfied with this reply, the Nizam had per-
force to resort to his domestic levies under the com-
mand of Raymond. Including Raymond's troops, the
Nizam assembled an army of 43,540 infantry, 44,650
cavalry and one hundred and eight guns, and on the
10th March 1795 advanced from Bidar, along the
banks of the Manjra,to the Mahratta frontier (Plate I).
‘reat things were expected from this war, which
was extremely popular with the Mughals. The soldiers
indulged in the wildest gasconade, and it would
seem from Persian and Mahratta manuscripts that
even the Prime Minister forgot his dignity so far as
to say, before a public assembly, *“ that the Mughals
should be freed from the Mahratta encroachments,
that they should recoves Bijapur and Khandesh,
or they would never grant peace until they had
despatched the Peshwa to Benares, with hiscloth
about his loins and a pot of water in his hand, to
mutter incantations on the banks of the Ganges.”

To meet the invasion the Peshwa summoned his
vassal chieftains and faced the foe with an army of
73,600 infantry, 38,000 cavaley and 192 guns, includ-
ing, according to Malleson, about 18,000 troops
from the French brigades of Perron, Filose, and
others, Besides, there were 10,000 Pindaris. The
battle is notable as the last occasion on which
the old struggles that began under Aurangzeh attained
a historieal character. It was also the last occasion
on which the great standard of the Mahratta empire
floated over a united confederacy. On the one
side marched the descendant of Chin Qalich, leading





EPUB/image_0010_00.jpeg
Prare I,

“Gstpf wp] AsUE SSUIMLAQ 2170aN, I AT WS —'31 OLKE DXTKOD ) Y T






EPUB/image_0009_00.jpeg
able by a great battle between the Nizam and the
Mahrattas. There were many old-standing questions
for settlement between the two parties, and latterly
Nizam Ali of Hyderabad had been in dispute with
the Mahrattas over their demand for the chawth, or
fourth part of the revenues, of Bidar. Moreover,
it was an open secret that the Mahrattas aspired to
complete mastery over the Nizam, and in the back-
ground there loomed with disquieting persistency a
threatened alliance between them and Tipu. But
their own house was not in order, and the unsettled
condition of affairs at the court of the Peshwa
aroused the ambition of the Nizam, who was induced
to believe that this was a suitable opportunity to
revive the power of the Muhammadan rule in Poona.
The relations existing at that time between the
Nizam and the East India Company were not all
that could be desired : they may be described briefly
as an alliance that entailed certain governmental
responsibilities on the latter, but held no commercial
advantages for a trading company. The Nizam
requested that the British Subsidiary Force with
which he was conditionally supplied should be aug-
mented and made available for offensive purposes,
basing his request on the 10th article of the Treaty of
Paungul (Pangal), 1700. But the Governor-General,
Sir John Bhore, desired to keep aloof from this
internecine quarrel.  The treaty had been designed
to secure a combination of the English, Mahrattas
and the Nizam against the machinations of Tipu,
and Sir John Shore held, very wrongly as we know,
that the defection of one of the parties from a tri-
partite alliance, offensive and defensive, cancelled
the obligation of the remaining party. He assured
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On the night of the 28th June 1795 he escaped from
the capital and fled to Bidar, where he seized the
fort and was joined by Sadashivrao Reddy, the
Zemindar of Medak, and Nizam-ul-Mulk, the Subedar
of Hyderabad and son-in-law of the Nizam. He
soon collected a following under his standard and
was able to present a somewhat formidable front of
quite 20,000 horse and foot to his ontraged parent.
Raymond’s next service was in suppressing this
rebellion. He did not have much trouble in doing so.

After a few skirmishes Ali Jah fled to Aurangabad,
where he was captuted. He committed suicide on the
way to Hyderabad as a prisoner. Fraser says the
event occurred on the 22nd November 1795 at Khair,
on the banks of the Godavery, and that it was due
to the prince swallowing pounded diamonds. Ac-
cording to Hollingberry, who was at the Residency
in 1797, Sadashivrao Reddy was confined in Golconda
and his jagir was given to Raymond. Very soon
after Dara Jah, another son of the Nizam, rebelled
at Raichur, but this was reduced by an English

detachment under Colenel James Dalrymple.

In 1796 Raymond was appointed Amin Jinsi, or
Comptroller of Ordnance, the whole of which depart-
ment was to be under his expert guidance. He made
his own guns and ammunition, and in the Top ka
Sancha, near the Fath Maidan, we have the remains
of the best known of his foundries (Plate IT).

mond was a great intriguer and was therefore
om{v ed by all parties. Beingimbued with the social-
istic and revolutionary opinions of the French at home,
he was prepared to assist in any enterprise by which
France might gain a footing in India. In the play of
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after to relax the tension, viz., the rebellion of the
heir-apparent, Ali Jah, in June 1795 and the death
of the Peshwa in October that year. The demise
occasioned great dissensions at Poona over the choice
of & new Peshwa, and in the intrigues that followed
Mir Alam succeeded in obtaining his release from
Puresham Bhao, who was-then chief minister, and
in baving reduced to one-fourth the indemnity
imposed at Kardla.

During the Nizam’s absence in the field the battal-
ions of sepoys provided by the East India Company
bad been employed in preserving the tranquility of
the city against neighbouring zemindars. But the
Nizam was incensed by the neutrality of the British,
and in June 1795 he requested to be relieved of the
sepoy battelions and ordered large increases in
Raymond's troops, for the support of which he
assigned the district of Karpah, on the frontier of the
Company’s possessions. In this matter, however, the
British intervened, for Raymond was known to be
inclose touch with France and Tipu, and to leave
him master of Karpah would have enabled him to
cooperate with any French force making a descent
on the Coromandal coast, with or without the per-
mission of the Nizam. All together, the policy of the
Nizam after the campaign might have changed the
course of history if immediate local and family
needs had not necessitated the recall of the sepoys,
for even if they could not be used to disturb the
judicious political balance of the Deccan, they gave
that prince importance as well as security.

The Nizam's heir-apparent, Ali Jah, for some
time had lived in disgrace at his father's court,
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their muskets in an irregular volley. This occasioned
a general alarm, and the Nizam with the ladies
in great consternation sought safety in the fort.
And so the day was lost. The Nizam's army had
retreated without fighting a battle or even suffering
anything worthy of being called discomfiture.
Duff calculated that scarcely two hundred men
were lost on both sides in the actual battle, though a
larger number of Mughals was killed in the retreat
and during the defence of the fort, in which
Raymond's troops had to face odds. Fraser
asserted that the total casualties did not amount
to more than 3,000.  After two days in the fort the
Nizam ronght acd obtained cessation of arms, and
came to peace with the Mahrattas on terms which
they dictated. He agreed to pay three crores of
rupecs, besides eeding territory yielding a revenue of
thirty-five lakhe o year, namely, Daulatabad,
the key of the Deccan, and such part of those
districts occupied by Sadashiv Rao Blhao in 1760
as had been restored to Nizam Ali. As a pledge
for the fulfilment of those stringent terms the Nizam
had to deliver as hostage his Minister, Azim-ul
Umarah, better known as Mir Alam. The treaty
was concluded on the 13th March 1795, and the
Nizam returned to Hyderabad in the following
May.

The Mahrattas had gained a great victory. For
the time the Nizam was completely at their mercy,
and it was only the internal partisan troubles of the
Mahrattas that restrained them later on from further
aggression, Indecd, the unhappy movements of this
war would have utterly destroyed the Mughal power
in the Deccan had not two events happened soon
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Perron determined to defend it. The equipoise of
western skill ‘and methods might have made the
result of the battle less decisive if Raymond, who
by then had obtained some advantage over Perron’s
battalions, had not been ordered to retire. After
the Asiatic manner, the aged Nizam trusted only
to his cavalry. He had taken alarm at their flight
and insisted on retreat, and Raymond’s escort being
essential to cover it, the latter was obliged to with-
draw unwillingly from the contest. But he effected
his retirement in good order. It is not ecasy to
determine exactly why the retreat was carried to
the gates of Kardla fort: perhaps the fate of the
battle was decided by one of those domestic consi-
derations which often had a preponderating influence
in Asiatic contests. It is clear, however, that on
the following day the Nizam and his ladies were
secure in the small fortress, which was invested by
the Mahratta army. Briggs, Mill, Marshman and
others incline to the opinion that the Nizam entered
the fort under the influence of the ladies, for accord-
ing to the custom of the time the royal harem went
with the camp; and Beveridge asserts that the
favourite lady took fright and threatened to break
her gosha if the Nizam did not instantly seek the
shelter of the fort. Duff gives us another version
of the affair. He says that the Mughal army bivo-
uaced on the plain, some distance from the scene of
the day’s operations. During the night a small
patrol of Mahrattas in search of water for their
horses came to a stream where lay an outpost of the
Mugbals, who instantly fired on them. Raymond’s
sentries, who were a little behind, also fired, and the
whole line, suddenly awakened from sleep, discharged
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ber 1798, which stipulated that, in return for an
annual payment of twenty-four lakhs by the State, the
British subsidiary force would be increased to 6,000
infantry and a proportion of artillery; that the
French corps were to be disbanded and the officers
made over to the British Government to be returned
to Europe as prisoners of war. It was realised that
the disbandonment of the corps was fraught with
difficulties and a certain amount of danger, and to
guard against eventualities, two detachments of
British troops under Colonels Roberts and Hyndman
took up positions in front and rear of the French
lines on the 20th October, 1798. On the following
day the Nizam's orders were read. The result
was a mutiny in the lines and the French officers
were made prisoners by their own men. As a
matter of fact the proclamation only hastened
the insurrection, for the men had not been paid
for some time and were already on the verge of
rebellion. Captain Malcolm, who lived to be the
most famous of all soldier-diplomats, undertook
the delicate office of seeing ‘the thing through. On
the 22ud October Colonel Roberts moved his soldiers
closer up in front of the French lines, while Colonel
Hyndman was in the rear and parties of cavalry
guarded both flanks. When the mutineers were
assured that their arrears of pay would be forth-
coming they suriendered to their officers and walked
out of their lines, leaving their arms behind them.
About 15,000 men with an efficient park of artillery
were thus disbandoned, and we have the authority
of Temple for the statement that the Imrat Lal
Corps, so named after its Commander, was formed
not of the dishandoned force.
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conflicting interests in the court of the Nizam, Ray-
mond found ample scope for the exercise of his ingenu-
ity. Apart from such excitements he pursued his life
useful service until his death, quite suddenly and in
the plenitude of his power, on the 25th March 1798,
in time to be spared the pain of seeing the abolition
of the trained force for which he had done so much.
For the times were critical and Lord Mornington,who
had just assumed the office of Governor-General,
which he was afterwards to render so illustrious
under his later title of Marquis of Wellesley, had a
grave combination to encounter. Zaman Shah, the
Afghan monarch of Kabul, threatened to invade
India : the zealot Tipu in Mysore was scheming to
gratify his vindietiveness : in Hindustan the French
general Perron, a good soldier but feeble politician,
had taken the place of the friendly DeBoigne, whose
administration was both equitable and vigilunt :
in the Deccan an unscrupulous traitor, Baji Rao
Peshwa, held power at Poona : and in Hyderabad
no dependance could he placed on any allisnce with
the Nizam until his French connexions had been
severed. There was no time for sentiment. The
Minister, Mir Alam, on his return to Hyderabad had
been alarmed at the ascendancy which the French
officers gained during his absence. He resumed
the lands allotted for their maiitenance and several
times proposed to the Resident the substitution of a
subsidiury force for the French battalions, The
proposals were negatived by the then Governor-
General, Sir John Shore, but Lord Mornington
welcomed the opportunity to arrive at some stability
so far, at least, as the Nizam was concerned. Ac-
cordingly a treaty was concluded on the 1st Septem-
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by the standards of one century the noblest charac-
ters of an earlier one loose much of their lustre,
while the baser reputations become refined with the
passing of time ; judged by the standards of to-day
there is probably no illustrious man of three or four
centuries ago whose actions could meet the test at
all points. And although Raymond's character has
been variously estimated, and it is difficalt now to say
which way the balance lies, at least he claims as much
from our generosity as from our impartiality. I have
not attempted to investigate the causes which gave
him his hold on the affections of the people, but the
fact remains that by Hindus he is venerated as Musa
Ram and by Muhammadans as Musa Rakim, and on
each anniversary of his death a large fair is held,
when his tomb is illuminated and salutes are fired
in his honour by the irregular troops. 'Craly, nowhere
is Carlyle’s doctrine of hero-worship better illustrated
than in India, for the history of the country is a his-
tory not of institutions but of men, the leaders,
religious and secular, of the people from age to age.

On the Myseram* Tekkedy, a little to the south of
Usmangarh, stands the simple monument which keeps
his memory fresh in countless hearts who honour
the man their forefathers loved. The hill, which
rises 100 feet above the level of the surrounding
country, is about half a mile from the French Gardens
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So ended the work of Michel Raymond. He was
a true son of France. His army, commanded by
men of the most pronounced and notorious principles
of Jacobinism, was the basis of the French party in
India. Indeed, Raymond affected to consider his
soldiers as a body of French troops, employed and
subsidized by the Nizam. He was received in his
own cantonments with a royal salute: his soldiers
wore the cap of liberty engraved on their buttons :
and his regimental returns were headed * Corps
Francois de Raymond.”* The one dream of his
life was to develop the schemes of Dupleix, of Lally
and of Suffren. He deserves to be ranked with those
warriors in the hierarchy of patriotic Frenchmen.
Kirkpatrick, Beatson, Fraser, the Marquis of Wel-
lesley speak of him more or less adversely ; Thorn,
Kaye, Keene, Malcolm, Marshman, Beveridge, Hol-
lingberry, are fair ; and Malleson, who callected and
digested his facts on the spot, concludes his eulogy
by saying: “No European of mark who preceded
him, no Eurcpean of mark who followed him in
India, ever succeeded in gaining to such un extent
the love, the esteem, the admiration of the natives of
the country.” Undoubtedly he was a product of
his age, but there is ample cvidence that he was
brave and affable, and possibly generous, and to
great mental abilities he united the most consum-
mate prudence. Starting from a humble beginning
he rose to immense political power. It is true that
he succeeded to a very eminent position by favour
of fortupe and intrigue, but he held and improved
his station by his own energy and determination.
The process of rehabilitation is never easy. Judged
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where Raymond lived with his officers. The tomb
B an obelisk of black granite, standing in the centre
of a masonry platform 180 feet long and 85 feet wide
(Plate IV). There is no lengthy inscription to com-
memorate the worth of the departed, although four
slabs were let in, one on each face of the obelisk,
apparently for the purpose (Plate V). Above each
of these slabs is a small tablet bearing the initials
“J. R.,” surely a very simple equivalent for those
two narrow words hic jacet. To the west of the
obelisk, about twenty-five feet away, is a small flat
roofed building, supported by twenty-eight pillars,
forming a shrine similar to a Grecian temple.
It is said to cover Raymond’s viscera. On the
pediment of this building is & carving of the Nizam's
flag, surmounted by a cross (Plate IV). Standing on
the platform one obtains a pleasing view of the
surrounding country, with a spirit of insistent peace
brooding over the scene. Wide fields with softly
swelling lines lead the eye through a wixed pro-
fusion of derelict gardens, housetops, minarets
and domes, to the belt of low-lying hills rising on
their verge. On one green mountain stands Falak-
numa ; Goleonda names another ; while to the west
the city of Hyderabad spreads out in dim confusion.
To the north lie the suburbs of Chaddarghat, with
Secundarabad and Trimulgherry forming & distant
continuation of the view, and on the east is Sarur-
nagar, enlivened by a fine sheet of water. The
place is a remnant of the older world, of the quiet
sequestered existence of the countryside. Every-
thing seems to be living the untroubled life of nature,
with no thought of death, or care or sorrow. And
there we part from him, in the midst of the sur-
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In 1778 Great Britain declared war with the French
Government, who were openly abetting the revolted
colonies in North America. On receipt of the news
the authorities at Fort St. George despatched a
force to besiege Pondicherry, which capitulated
after a respectable defence; and Raymond, with
Lally and other adventurous men, resorted to Mysore,
where he enrolled in the service of Haidar Ali, the
usurper of that State and irreconcilable enemy of the
British. He joined Haidar Ali as a Sub-Lieutenant
in the battalion commanded by Chevalier de Lassé,
and with this regiment he fought throughout the
campaigns of the war which began in 1780 against
the British for the pussession of South India.

In 1783 the famous Patissier, known in Indian his-
tory as “ Marquis de Bussy-Castelnau,” had returned,
under orders from Louwis XVI, to the country
where he won so much distinction twenty years
before, and he was now, with shattered health and
a mind enfeebled by long years of high living and
plain thinking, engaged in a hopeless contest with
Sir Eyre Coote, the famous general who had fought
under Clive at Plassy. Raymond's old employer,
1laidar Ali, baving died recently, the Frenchman,
who was now a captain, was free to accept an ap-
pointment that was offered to him, in 1783, as aide-
de-camp on Bussy's staff. He participated in all
actions under Bussy, with whom he remained until
the latter’s death at Pondicherry in January 1783,
Raymand then betook himself to the capital of the
Nizam, where, according to Keene, he first joined
Basalat Jang, the Nizam's brother. In any case, in
1786 he entered the service of the Nizam, succeed-
ing the younger Lally, a nephew of the famous
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MONSIEUR RAYMOND.
By A G, McCray, M.RAS.

(Paper vead on 8th September, 1917.)

THE story of Monsieur Raymond carries us back to
the tumultucus times of the eightecnth century,
when the conditions of life in India were strange and
startling and it was possible for a stout, free heart
to set the bounds of its own wide horizon. It was
the olden time, “ Ere human statute purged the
gentle weal ", as Macbeth says.

Michel Joachim Marie Raymond, or Francois
Raymond as he is sometimes namned, was bomn at
Serignac in Gascony in March 1755, Following in
the footsteps of his father, who was a merchant, the
son determined to establish a business in India.
Accordingly he set out in January 1775, when he was
barely twenty years old, from Lorient for Pondi-
cherry.* But he soon exchanged the pen for the sword.
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