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Report of the Building Commission for the Erechtheion at Athens, 409/8 sc.
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25 Epitaph for the Athenian casualties at
Potidaea, 432 sc. BM GR 1816.6-10.348.
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43 Amphora signed by Exekias as potter, ¢. 540-530 sc. BM GR 1836.2-24.127.

44 Wedding-reception of Peleus and Thetis on a bowl signed by Sophilos as painter. ¢. 580 sc.,
BM GR 1971.11-1.1.
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47 Above Amphora with a price-inscription, ¢, 540 8¢

MMA 56.171.13

18 Right Bronze statuette of a lyre-player, ¢. 500 8¢
MMA (I8 2585
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7 Metrical inscription from a fountain-house on Lesbos, Roman period, perhaps
2nd century Ap. BM GR 1070.9-25 1.

Even very fragmentary texts can sometimes be restored with near certainty if the
editor can recognise that the surviving letters form part of a standard word or phrase
that occurs in other inscriptions. One of the commonest of such epigraphic formulas
is the dedication ‘So-and-so dedicated (this)’, sometimes adding the name of the god
to whom the offering was made. The key word is ‘dedicated’ ( avéfnxe).

On occasion historical evidence helps in the restoration. For example, Herodotus
tells us that King Croesus of Lydia paid for some of the columns of the temple of
Artemis at Ephesus. When the temple was excavated a number of fragments of
column bases were found, each having no more than two or three letters: BA, KP,
AN, OHK, EN. Variations in the dimensions of the fragments indicated that they
belong to at least three separate column drums, but it is almost certain that all of them

8  Fragments of the columns of the archaic temple of Artemis at Ephesus, dedicated by
Croesus between 560 and 546 sc. BM GR 1872.4-5.19.
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